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Thank you very much. Madam Chairperson, for  giv ing me the floor. 
Hai-sai again. Gusu yo Chu Uganabira. 

How have you been, all of  our brothers and sisters? My name is Hidenori CHINEN, the Association of 
Indigenous Peoples in the Rvukyus. I came from  Okinawa, which is located between Japan and China, and 
which used to be called The Kingdom of  the Ryukyus. We Okinawans call ourselves "Uchinan-chu". You will 
likely hear the name "Okinawa" a lot more in the media from  now on, because the G-8 Summit will be held on 
our home land next year. 

I would like to share my feelings  with all of  you regarding the Working Group on Indigenous Populations. Last 
year, my statement to this Working Group concerned the rights of  Uchinan-chu to education, and to use and 
learn our languages. I requested from  the Japanese government an apology to the Uchinan-chu for  the ongoing 
policies aimed at eliminating the Okinawan languages. 

We Uchinan-chu request strongly that the Japanese government recognize and accept the decisions of  the 
Human Rights Committee regarding the human rights conditions of  Okinawa. We also expect the government 
to implement the prompt, substantial and responsive measures offered  by the Human Rights Commitee. Now 
we realize the significant  role of  the WGIP on the human rights conditions of  the indigenous peoples like us 
who do not have other effective  means to explain our issues to the United Nations investigation system. 

With the glaring exception of  the indigneous peoples from  Taiwan, since WGIP has uniquely guaranteed total 
and free  participation of  the indigenous peoples and the member state delegations, we think that the WGIP is a 
treasure of  the United Nations not only for  the indigenous peoples but for  all people in the World. 

We "Uchinan-chu" wish the WGIP will permanently open its doors so that all indigenous peoples of  the world 
can enter into the human rights protection procedures of  the United Nations. The role of  the WGIP will never 
lose its significance  and value in the United Nations, even after  the Permanent Forum is established. 

All of  us here knows how much important Permanent Forum is. However, in conclusion. I would like to 
introduce the famous  statement made by the 16th President of  the United States, Abraham Lincoln. In many 
ways he conceived of  what a government had to be in order to protect and promote human rights. I am going 
to conclude my feelings  by slightly changing his famous  statement: 

"This Wonderful  Working Group on Indigenous peoples, of  the peoples, by the peoples, for  the peoples shall 
not perish form  the United Nations forever." 

I thank all of  you for  your attention. Thank you, Madame Chair. 

N i f e - d e b i r u  = Thank you very much. 

However, we have had no response from  the Japanese government so far.  We Uchinan-chu have been 
extremely disappointed by the Japanese government. Denying a people their language, which is the most 
important emotional tie. may cause a part of  peoples itself  to perish. 

In the fourth  periodic report by the Japanese government submitted to Human Rights Committee, the Japanese 
government doesn't mention their own human rights situation in Okinawa at all. The Japanese government 
should realize how important -this- Working Group is 


